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This summer the Canadian government will release a new 10-year action plan to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions from aviation - a commitment Canada made as a member of the International Aviation Climate Ambition 
Coalition. 


Yet, despite the magnitude and growth of aviation emissions in Canada, little is known about what Canada's plan 
will contain - or how it is being developed. 


Transportation Minister Omar Alghabra has not spoken publicly about the new plan and information about it is 
difficult to find on Transport Canada's website. 


Worse, Transport Canada has indicated that it does not intend to consult the public on the plan's content. 


What is known is that Canada's plan, unlike aviation plans produced by other countries, will be co-authored with, 
and approved by, aviation industry groups. 


This is concerning. 


Canada's 2012 aviation emissions reduction plan, which was co-developed with industry, was strikingly 
unambitious: it delayed any absolute reduction in total aviation emissions until 2050. 


Perhaps the 2012 plan's lack of ambition is not surprising given the aviation industry's historic prioritization of 
growth and expansion over climate action. Canadian airlines have more than doubled passenger-kilometres flown 
since 2005, and their fuel use and GHG emissions have both soared by 75 per cent over the same period. 


And the aviation industry is planning for continued growth: the International Air Transport Association is projecting a 
500 per cent increase in air passengers by 2050. 


It is worth noting that a relatively small number of frequent-flyers drive aviation emissions. In 2018, just one per cent 
of the world's population caused half of all passenger aviation emissions, while 90 per cent of people did not fly at 
all. Indeed, many people who will never get in an airplane will suffer the worst effects of climate change, including 
drought, flooding, and violent storms. 


The airline industry is facing growing public pressure to ramp up climate action and is promising to reduce 
emissions - but mostly in the distant future. 


The Air Transport Action Group, a global industry group, committed last October to reach net zero emissions by 
2050. 
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Nevertheless, the fact that Transport Canada is working behind closed doors with industry to develop its new 
aviation plan - and not consulting with the public - does not bode well for the inclusion of near-term emission 
reductions in the new plan. 


Indeed, there is a real risk that the federal plan will fail to include a 2030 emission reduction target at all, limiting its 
potential to leverage strong industry action and government policies to halt the rise in aviation emissions. 


Minister Alghabra and Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault should act now to ensure that Transport Canada 
consults the public on Canada's new aviation emissions plan and, moreover, ensure that the final plan includes bold 
and binding targets for emission reductions before 2030. 


Canada must ensure that the aviation sector does its fair share to help achieve our country's 2030 emission 
reduction target, even if that means limiting the industry's desire for continued growth. 


Michael Polanyi is an environmental researcher and advocate. 
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